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Introduction

● Printed paper covers background 
● Presentation concentrates on examples of the 

more common idiosyncrasies, and solutions
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Wildcards

● Most important tool
● Learn what your program is capable of
● * commonly refers to one or more

– *donald matches McDonald, MacDonald, ODonald, 
0Donald

● ? commonly refers to one
– mari? matches Maria and Marie
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Wildcards

● Most programs have limits on use of these
● Can either be used at start?  *donald
● Can either be used within first three letters? 

m*donald
● How many can be used at once? we*r*y 

matches werry, weary, werrey, wearry plus 
many other variations
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What is "Year"?

● Years stated in title or description are often 
registration years

● Is displayed year the event year or registration 
year?

● Is searched year the event year or registration 
year?
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Name Abbreviations

● Names are abbreviated in some indexes
● Extremely important to use wildcards
● For example, Great War Index Victoria has 

– 19871 entries with Jas
5054 entries with James

– 450 entries with John
35547 with Jno

– 11507 with Margt
577 with Marg
1604 with Margaret
22 with Margret
7 With Mrgt
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Typographical Errors

● Even the best, most 
carefully checked 
index will probably 
contain some typing 
or reading errors

● Use “Browse” option 
if available to gain a 
feeling for the types 
and frequency of 
errors
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Typographical Errors

● Typos at start of 
surname are 
particularly difficult

● 0 (number) instead of 
O (letter) is common

● Need wildcards to 
cope with these
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Typographical Errors
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Truncation

● Some indexes have truncated data
● Will not match full name
● Use wildcards
● Use other names!

– If John Henry was known as Henry, you might 
search for Henry

– If index truncates name to John Hen, then you 
won't find it
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Difficult Originals

● Most (not all!) Digger 
titles use ~

● Other commonly-
used indicators:
?  -  _

● Some indexes use 
more than one!
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Solutions

● Learn the limitations of the program you are 
using

● Make copious and varying use of wildcards
● Enter the minimum amount of information 

necessary
● Try different combinations of known 

information
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Example 1

● Robert Absalom was born about 1855 in 
Victoria

● Locate his birth
● Who were his parents?
● Who were his siblings?
● Locate parent's marriage
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Example 1

● Now know:
– Robert Absalom born 1855
– Baptised St James, Melbourne
– Birth registered (#9591)
– Parents Richard Absalom and Eliza Everest

● Who were his siblings?
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Example 1

● Now know
– Robert had a brother, Henry
– Henry died 1861 aged 12 days

● Where is Henry's birth?
● Perhaps surname misspelt?
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Example 1

● Now know
– Henry born 1861 in Melbourne
– Robert had a sister, Eliza, born 1862
– Robert had a second brother, Richard John
– Richard John died 1883, aged 34

● Where is Richard John's birth?
● Perhaps remove mother's maiden name
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Example 1

● Now know
– Robert had four sisters, three brothers

● Mary born 1849, died 1854
● Charl Jane (Charlotte?) born 1851
● Rachel born 1853 died 1854
● David born 1857
● Henry born 1861 died 1861
● Eliza born 1862
● Richard John born about 1849 died 1883

● Still don't have Richard John's birth
● What about marriage parents?
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Example 1

● Now know
– Mother of Robert died 1869, aged 43
– She was born about 1826 in Tasmania

● Perhaps marriage was in Tasmania?
● Perhaps Richard John born Tasmania?
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Example 1

● Found birth Richard in Tasmania 1846
● Found potential marriage in Tasmania 1845
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Example 2

● We know William Fishbourne and Matilda 
O'Brien had seven children in Queensland
– John c1871
– Robert c1873
– Patrick c1875
– Elizabeth c1878
– Jane c1881
– Mary c1884
– Joseph c1886
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Example 2

● Patrick and Elizabeth are missing!
● Just as well we know about them from other 

sources.
● Perhaps births not registered?
● Keep searching...
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Example 2

● That didn't help
● Some are registered in 1910!
● Try Queensland Federation!
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Example 2

● Now have
– John Maloney b 15 Jun 1871 registered 1910
– Robert b 6 Apr 1873 registered 1910
– Patrick b 17 Mar 1875, registered 1910
– Elizabeth b 12 Aug 1878 registered 1910
– Jane b 12 Mar 1881 registered 1881 and 1910
– Mary Ellen b 8 Nov 1883 registered 1910
– Joseph b 11 Jul 1886 registered 1910

● Why so many registered 1910?
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Example 2

● Matilda O'Brien and William Fishbourne were 
married 5 Oct 1910!

● Registrations in 1910 were therefore 
legitimisations

● Were births registered at time of birth?
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Example 2

● Now have original births of John Maloney and 
Jane as O'Brien

● Also death of Julia O'Brien in 1869!
– Is she related?
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Solution Summary

● All indexes have their own idiosyncrasies
● To maximise chances of finding what you are 

looking for
– learn what your search program is capable of
– make copious use of wildcards
– don't enter more information than necessary
– try different combinations of search criteria


